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Illinois Conservation Police 

Bi-Weekly Report 

 
 

Vision Statement:  As vigilant guardians we will protect the citizens and natural resources of Illinois. 
 

DATE:   
(Weeks of December 15, 2016 – January 13, 2017) 

 

This report represents some events the OLE handled over the last couple of weeks;  

however, it does not include all actions taken by the Office of Law Enforcement. 

 

REGION 1 – Captain Laura Petreikis 
 

District 1 – Sgt. T. Petreikis 

(Counties: Carroll, Henry, JoDaviess, Lee, Mercer, Ogle, Rock Island, Stephenson &  

                  Whiteside) 

 

CARROLL COUNTY 

 

While conducting hunting compliance checks, CPO Jones observed a man and his son coming out of the field 
from archery hunting during muzzle loader firearm season.  Both men were dressed in all camouflage.  CPO 
Jones issued the father a citation and the son a written warning for not wearing the required blaze orange. 
  
CPO Jones stopped two snowmobiles for a compliance check at Lake Carroll.  One of the snowmobiles had 
registration that expired in September.  The operator was issued a written warning for the violation. 
 

CPO Jones and CPOT Poffenberger stopped to help a disabled van by Mississippi Palisades State Park.  The 

van was missing a tire and had no lugs.  Further investigation revealed the driver’s license was 

suspended.  The driver was arrested for driving while license suspended and open alcohol in the vehicle.  He 

was issued a written warning for no front license plate. 

 

HENRY COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 

JO DAVIESS COUNTY 

 
CPO Hoogerwerf investigated a suspicious deer harvest. A Galena man was issued multiple written warnings 
and a citation for “unlawful taking of a Whitetail deer with an expired crossbow permit.”  
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CPO Hoogerwerf investigated the report of a dead bald eagle. It was determined the eagle had been hit by a 
train. The carcass will be transferred to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and ultimately end up at the 
National Eagle Repository in Colorado.  
 
CPO Hoogerwerf issued a written warning for “entering a closed area” to a McHenry bow hunter scouting 
Apple River Canyon State Park (Salem unit) during the CWD firearm deer season. 
  
CPO Hoogerwerf issued a written warning to a Stockton coyote hunter at Apple River Canyon State Park 
(Salem unit) for hunting outside the site’s hours. 
  
CPO Hoogerwerf issued a speeding ticket (75 MPH in a 55 MPH zone) to a Stockton woman who passed him 
on route 20 near East Dubuque.  
  

LEE COUNTY 

 
CPO Teas cited two subjects for failing to report the harvest of two deer in Lee County. One hunter had killed 
a small buck during archery season, and the other had killed a doe during firearm season. The hunters had 
valid permits to take the deer but never reported the harvest.  
  
CPOs Teas and Beltran investigated an area where a very large buck was found in a field. A subject hit the 
snow covered deer on a snowmobile and later discovered it to be a large buck.  The head and antlers had 
been taken. After investigating the deer and the field where it was found, the subject was issued a salvage 
deer permit and allowed to keep the deer. The subject was  informed to call a CPO before taking possession 
of any deer found in this manner in the future.  
 
CPO Palumbo operated side scan sonar to assist with the recovery of a sunken pickup truck in the near frozen 
waters of the Rock River in Dixon.  The teenage driver and his passenger luckily escaped the vehicle before it 
was completely submerged in 10 feet of water after leaving the roadway near the Dixon High School.  Dixon 
PD is handling the pending traffic charges. Also present and in charge of the incident were Dixon City Fire, 
Dixon Rural Fire, and the Byron Fire Dept. dive team. 
 

MERCER COUNTY 

 

CPO Posateri and Captain Petreikis responded to a personal injury hunting accident in Mercer County in which 

a coyote hunter sustained a gunshot injury to his groin.  

 

On 1-9-17, CPO Francisko appeared in Mercer County court reference wildlife charges filed on a Mercer 
County man.  The man harvested an antlered deer without possessing an either-sex deer permit.  The man 
then acquired his grandfather’s free either-sex landowner deer permit and used it on his deer.  A plea bargain 
agreement was reached as follows: The deer meat was donated to a charity, the individual pled guilty to the 
charge of harvesting of an antlered deer without the proper deer permit, received 12 months court 
supervision, and paid a $250.00 fine and a $250.00 civil penalty for the deer.  The charge for use of another’s 
permit was dismissed. 
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OGLE COUNTY 

 
CPO Teas cited a subject for having an uninsured snowmobile. 
 
CPO Teas investigated a snowmobile complaint in Ogle County of two subjects riding on a property without 
permission. The tracks were followed across the field to a neighboring house. The two subjects were 
identified and issued citations for snowmobiling without permission and written warnings for registration 
violations. 
 
CPO Beltran performed an investigation on a 39 year old Bailyville man.  He was given a citation for failure to 
tag his deer immediately after harvest.  The man was out hunting and shot an antlerless deer and had a valid 
either-sex tag in his pocket.  He didn’t want to use his either-sex tag on the doe. The man instead went to 
the local gun shop in Forreston, bought a tag and then used it on the deer.   
  
CPO Beltran observed a deer harvest on Facebook and checked to see if the deer was checked into the 
system.  The deer was not checked into the system, and CPO Beltran visited a 49 year old man from Polo.  It 
was discovered the man had killed 2 deer, and his 11 year old son killed a deer.  They tried to bring them to 
the check station at Castle Rock State Park but it was closed.  The man waited 2 days before attempting to 
call them into the phone-in system.  CPO Beltran explained the regulations for Ogle County and other CWD 
counties and advised him that the check stations are only open the first 2 firearm seasons.  A total of 6 
warnings were issued to the man for his violations.  CPO Beltran also gave the man his cell phone number in 
the event he would have problems or questions in the future. 

 

ROCK ISLAND 

 
CPO Palumbo attended Bald Eagle Days at the QCCA Expo Center with the Conservation Police Lodge 
education trailer. 
 

STEPHENSON 

 
CPO Hoogerwerf investigated a single vehicle, personal injury snowmobile accident. 
 
CPO Alt investigated a wanton waste violation northwest of the city of Freeport.  The investigation confirmed 
a local area goose hunter unlawfully dump breasted out Canada goose and Mallard Duck carcasses into a 
creek within the highway right-of-way.  The hunter was cited for wanton waste and issued a written warning 
for pollution of waterways.  The hunter returned to the creek and pulled all the carcasses from the water for 
proper disposal.  
 

WHITESIDE 

 
CPO Palumbo issued a citation and multiple written warnings to a Chadwick man for failing to tag an archery 
harvested deer immediately upon kill. 
 

CPO Teas and CPOT Thornley assisted Morrison PD and Fire at a house fire in Morrison. While the fire 
department was still en-route, CPOT Thornley located the fire in the kitchen and was able to put the fire out 
with a fire extinguisher. No one was injured in the incident. 
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CPO Palumbo issued multiple written warnings to a family and their friends who were home for the holidays 
and were enjoying a New Year’s Eve day pheasant hunt together.  Some members of the group lacked blaze 
orange caps, while others did not have the appropriate nonresident hunting licenses and Habitat Stamps.        
 
 

District 6 - Sgt. Phil Wire  

(Counties: Boone, Bureau, DeKalb, LaSalle, Putnam & Winnebago) 

 

BOONE COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 

BUREAU COUNTY 

 
While conducting wildlife enforcement, CPO Wagner encountered an individual rabbit hunting. After a brief 
conversation, the hunter admitted to being on the property illegally and was cited for hunting without 
permission.  
 
CPO Wagner closed out three cases involving unlawful hunting of Whitetail deer by use or aid of bait. In all 
three cases, individuals were found guilty and ordered to pay fines. 
 
CPO Wagner closed out a case for unlawful use of crossbow. The individual was found guilty and ordered to 
pay a fine. 
 
While conducting traffic enforcement, CPO Wagner issued citations for speeding and disobeying a stop sign. 

 

DEKALB   COUNTY 

 
On October 18th, CPO Murry was called to testify during a jury trial for a DUI arrest that occurred on March 
11, in which a subject was found to be driving under the influence, and parked on the side of the road at 
11:00 PM.  CPO Murry was on the witness stand for more than 3 hours testifying to the events that occurred 
that evening and explaining standardized field sobriety to the 12 person jury.  After deliberating for 2 hours, 
the defendant was found guilty of the DUI and illegal transportation of alcohol charges.  Upon exiting the 
court house, the defendant yelled very loud expletives in dissatisfaction to the findings of guilt.  On 
December 23, the sentencing hearing was held.  The defendant was ordered to pay $2,300.00 in fines and 
fees, ordered to alcohol treatment, and placed on 18 months court supervision.   
  
On December 18, CPOs Murry, Filipiak, Jansen, Wagner, CPOT Stanbary, and Sgt Wire conducted a 
snowmobile enforcement detail in DeKalb County.  More than 30 snowmobile safety inspections were 
conducted with a high percentage of sleds and operators found to be in compliance with snowmobile 
laws.  Two individuals, who had been consuming alcohol, were put through field sobriety testing, and 
allowed to continue operating their sleds after showing no signs of impairment.  Operators were issued 
citations for operation of snowmobiles without mandatory insurance, and operation of unregistered 
snowmobiles.   
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CPO Murry was called at home regarding a missing hunter at the Kishwaukee State Fish and Wildlife Area in 
Kirkland.  While en-route CPO Murry learned the missing hunter had fallen into the Kishwaukee River which 
was approximately 95% frozen over.  The temperature that evening was 1 degree and had a wind-chill of -17 
degrees.  The hunter was in the water for approximately 45 minutes, but was able to pull himself out of the 
water after reaching a shallower spot on the river.  His calls for help were heard by his hunting partner who 
had returned to look for him after he did not meet back at their vehicle as planned.  The hunting partner 
was unable to locate him and called 9-1-1.  Multiple agencies assisted in the search including DeKalb County 
Sheriff’s Department, Kirkland Police Department, and Kirkland Fire Department.  The first emergency 
personnel on scene thought they heard the screams on the north side of the Kishwaukee River and entered 
the wooded area.  Upon arriving on scene, CPO Murry started traveling the south side of the river walking 
towards the area the hunter had last been seen by his partner.  CPO Murry located the missing hunter and 
started rendering first aid.  The hunter’s clothing was frozen to him and was unable to be removed.  CPO 
Murry, along with a firefighter began, looking for a way for a UTV to reach the victim and transport him to a 
nearby waiting helicopter.  Two firefighters stayed with the hunter and started a small fire for heat.  Nearly 
4 hours after falling in the river, the hunter was transported out of the woods and flown to Saint Anthony’s 
hospital in Rockford.    After following up with the victim after a few days, it was learned his injuries included 
severe frostbite throughout his body, especially to his legs, feet, and toes.  He stated he was at risk of losing 
some toes and possibly his foot.   Hunters are reminded to always have a plan with their hunting party and 
to inform someone where they are hunting and when to expect them home.  The plan in place in this 
situation saved this hunter’s life.    
 

CPOs Fraser and Murry attended cold water rescue training offered by the Shabbona Fire Department. The 
CPOs were able to observe different tools used by fire departments in different scenarios. The CPOs were also 
able to practice with their rescue equipment and play the role of both victim and rescuer utilizing dry suits in a 
mostly frozen lake. The training was also a good opportunity for the CPOs to communicate with the fire 
department about how they can help, what to expect, and the options and limitations during a cold water 
rescue. 
 

LASALLE COUNTY 

 
While on foot patrols at Starved Rock State Park and Matthiessen State Park, CPO Filipiak issued 7 citations to 
individuals who remained on trail systems which had closed. The hikers were on the trails 1 hour after the 
trails had closed. 
 

CPO Jansen conducted a traffic stop for speeding on IL 251.  The subject was traveling 81 MPH in a posted 55 
MPH zone.  The subject was issued a citation for speeding and 2 written warnings. 
 
While on foot patrols at Starved Rock State Park and Matthiessen State Park, CPO Filipiak issued 5 citations to 
individuals who remained on the trail system which had closed.  
  
CPO Filipiak conducted two timber truck inspections on RT 80. 
 
CPO Finn and CPOT Stanbary were patrolling in LaSalle County when they received a complaint of hunters 
trespassing.  They responded to find an angry hunter alongside the road. The hunter stated two other 
hunters were hunting on property they did not have permission to hunt and had shot a deer and did not tag 
it.  CPO Finn photographed the deer and informed the complainant he would wait to see if the other hunters 
returned to get the deer.  Shortly after dark, two men returned to retrieve the deer. The men were not the 
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hunters who shot the deer but were discovered to be illegally hunting on the property.  All three men were 
cited.  Two were cited for hunting without permission and failure to immediately tag a deer. The other was 
cited for hunting without permission, failure to immediately tag a deer and failure to report harvest.  
 

PUTNAM COUNTY 

 
CPOs Finn and CPOT Stanbary were patrolling in Putnam County when they observed a semi-truck hauling 
logs.  After pulling the truck over and inspecting the driver’s paperwork, it was discovered the driver did not 
have the proper documentation to legally haul logs.  The driver was issued one citation for no daily haul log 
and given a warning for his proof of ownership paperwork.  The driver was verbally warned concerning his log 
books and his bill of lading.  
 

WINNEBAGO COUNTY 

 
CPO Fraser assisted multiple motorists who became stranded due to heavy snow and poor road conditions.  
  
CPO Fraser checked a pair of ice fishermen at Rock Cut State Park. The pair said they had caught some fish 
that day but had thrown them all back. While inspecting the pair’s ice shanty, CPO Fraser located several 
bottles and cans of beer. The pair initially stated they forgot the beer was in the shanty but eventually 
confessed to drinking the alcohol in the park. One subject was issued a citation for possession of alcohol 
where posted prohibited.  The other subject was issued a written warning for fishing license not in 
possession. 
  
CPO Fraser assisted Loves Park PD with a physical fight between multiple subjects on a front lawn on 
Christmas morning. According to one of the victims, the fight was over a cell phone charger. 
 
Officer Schoonhoven arrested an individual for harvesting a deer without a valid hunting license. 
 
On December 22, while off duty, CPO Murry was in Rockford when he met CPO Fraser to relay some 
equipment to LaSalle County.  While talking with CPO Fraser, the two CPOs observed a female subject 
struggling and having chest pains.  CPO Murry helped the lady sit down while CPO Fraser grabbed his first 
aid bag from his patrol vehicle.   CPO Fraser radioed dispatch for EMT’s.  The victim stated she was having 
heavy pressure on her chest and did not have her nitrates, her aspirin, or insulin meter with her.  The victim 
was given a baby aspirin to chew.   While waiting for emergency medical personnel, CPOs Fraser and Murry 
continued to monitor the subject and prepared CPR supplies if needed.  While speaking to the lady, it was 
learned she had a history of heart problems, strokes, and was an insulin-dependent diabetic.  The victim had 
not taken her heart medicine that day nor checked her insulin levels in three days.  She was transported by 
ambulance to the hospital.  
 
CPO Alt investigated a property damage snowmobile crash that occurred on the public snowmobile trail 
southwest of Seward.  Violations discovered in this investigation included operation of a snowmobile too 
fast for conditions, failure to exchange address and snowmobile information at time of crash, unlawful 
operation of a snowmobile without a certificate of number, and failure to display registration.  The 
investigation is ongoing in order to locate the other party involved in the collision. 
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CPO Alt stopped a recreational snowmobiler traveling along IL Route 251 in the village of Roscoe.  The safety 
inspection revealed violations for unlawful operation of a snowmobile on a controlled access highway, 
unlawful operation of an unnumbered snowmobile, unlawful operation of an uninsured snowmobile, and 
operation of a snowmobile without a certificate of number.    
 
While on a late night roving patrol for illegal road hunting and spot lighters, CPO Fraser observed a vehicle 
stopped on a gravel road in a rural, secluded area. CPO Fraser turned off all the lights in his patrol vehicle 
and slowly approached the vehicle watching and listening for any indications of illegal hunting. After 
observing the vehicle for several minutes CPO Fraser pulled his patrol vehicle directly behind the suspect 
vehicle, activated his emergency lights and approached the vehicle. Upon approaching the vehicle, CPO 
Fraser observed two female teenagers and a very strong odor of cannabis. CPO Fraser ordered the two 
occupants out of the vehicle and conducted a search based upon the odor of cannabis and one occupant 
handing over cannabis. A search of the vehicle revealed multiple containers of cannabis, cannabis wax, 
cannabis pipes, a large water bong, cannabis grinders, and large butane torch. No hunting related items 
were discovered. Both occupants were issued civil citations for possession of cannabis and possession of 
drug paraphernalia and released.  

 
CPO Alt completed annual Hazardous Materials required training and re-certification. 
  
CPO Alt completed Incident Command Staff Level 800 required training and certification. 
  
CPO Alt traveled to a state certified motor vehicle vendor where the annual vehicle (squad) inspection was 
completed per CMS policy. 
  
CPO Alt completed multiple case and evidence disposition(s) with the assistance from the Winnebago 
County States Attorney’s Office which included convictions on several civil and criminal cannabis and drug 
paraphernalia arrests, DUI/OUI arrests, and various wildlife arrest cases from the 2015 and 2016 calendar 
years.  Alcohol and drug evidence seized from the DUI/OUI and drug convictions were removed and 
destroyed per department policy. The evidence seized in conjunction with the wildlife convictions will be 
forwarded to Springfield for disposition per department policy.   
  
CPO Alt received an anonymous complaint involving the unlawful sale of deer meat. The investigation is 
ongoing.   

 
 

District 7, Sgt. Avery 

(Counties:  Fulton, Henderson, Knox, Marshall, McDonough, Peoria, Stark, Tazewell, 

                   Warren & Woodford) 
 

FULTON COUNTY 

 

CPO Thompson and CPO Elliott investigated a subject for unlawful take of a Whitetail deer. Information 
provided suggested a man took two Whitetail bucks in 2015 without the proper permits. After interviewing 
the 
subject and receiving a voluntary statement, several violations were uncovered. The man willfully showed the 
mounts to the CPOs.  One of the bucks was tagged with another person's permit. Citations were 
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issued for unlawful taking of a Whitetail and unlawful use of another's permit. Warnings were issued for 
falsification of harvest record, failure to tag immediately upon kill and unlawful submission of a fraudulent 
harvest report. As a result, a buck mount was seized. 
 

CPO Thompson received information from an anonymous source referencing unlawful hunting activity. With 

the information, CPO Thompson and CPO Elliott interviewed several witnesses. The information gathered 

suggested two deer were taken without valid permits and were not tagged. After interviewing the suspects 

involved, confessions were made. Citations were issued for two counts of failure to tag a deer immediately 

upon kill (Accessory), two counts of failure to report harvest (Accessory), two counts of hunting without a 

hunting license (Accessory), and one count of unlawful take of a Whitetail buck without an either-sex permit 

(Accessory). Written warnings were issued for three counts of unlawful hunting without blaze orange, two 

counts of unlawful take of a deer, one count of unlawful take (attempt) of a Whitetail buck, and two counts 

of unlawful hunting without a license. Two deer were seized, including a 10 point buck. 

 

HENDERSON COUNTY 

 

CPO Reid cited a Henderson County commercial fisherman for failure to maintain commercial roe harvest 
records. 
 
CPO Reid is investigating a report of illegal hunting in the county.  Two out of state residents unlawfully 

harvested Whitetail deer during the first shotgun season. 

 

KNOX COUNTY 

 
CPO Gerard received a call of two swans shot and killed at Snakeden Hollow SFWA.  CPO Gerard responded 

to the area and located a hunter in possession of two freshly killed Trumpeter swans.  The hunter was 

looking directly into the sun and believed the swans were Canada geese.  Citations were issued for the 

unlawful take of two Trumpeter swans.  

 

MARSHALL 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 

McDONOUGH 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 
 

PEORIA COUNTY 

 

During this reporting period, CPOT Sanford and CPO Gerard investigated the unlawful take of a Trumpeter 

Swan in Peoria County.  The individual was located and cited accordingly.  The swan, which was still in the 

possession of the individual, was seized as evidence.  
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 CPOT Sanford and CPO Lazzell responded to a complaint of unlawful placement of bait/feeding of wildlife in 

Peoria County.  The individual was located and issued a written warning for the violation.  The bait was 

removed from the area.  

 CPOT Sanford and CPO Lazzell located a nonresident deer hunter at Jubilee College State Park in Peoria 

County.  The individual was found to have falsified documents to obtain IL resident hunting privileges in 

both 2015 and 2016.  The individual was cited for three counts of falsification and three counts of unlawful 

take of a Whitetail deer.  The individual also received four other citations and nine written warnings for 

numerous other violations of the wildlife code spanning from 2015 to 2017.  The individual's compound bow 

and permits, along with two deer unlawfully harvested in Peoria and DeWitt Counties, were seized as 

evidence. 

CPO Gerard cited a subject for unlawfully taking a Trumpeter swan.  The swan was shot on a homeowner’s 
association lake in mid-December.  The swan was seized. 
 

STARK COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 

TAZEWELL COUNTY 

  
No activity reported for this county 
 

WARREN COUNTY 

  

CPO Reid recovered a dead bald eagle north of Monmouth. 

 

WOODFORD COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 
 

REGION 2 – Captain Brett Scroggins 
 

District 2 – Sgt.  

(Counties:  Kane, Lake & McHenry) 

 

KANE COUNTY 

 
CPOs Davis, Semenik and Winters completed OUPV boat captain certification.   
 
CPO Winters attended the 56 hour USCG class to obtain a boat captain license. 
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LAKE COUNTY 

 
CPO Kelley found two individuals smoking cannabis while ice fishing on Long Lake.  Both individuals were 
issued civil law citations for the violation. 
 
CPO Kelley, along with CPOs Vanwiltenburg, Winters, Davis and CPOT Knop conducted snowmobile details at 
areas on the Chain O’ Lakes.  Few snowmobiles were encountered, but a written warning and citation were 
issued for fishing violations by CPOT Knop. 
 
CPO Kelley completed a boat registration investigation in Antioch, IL. 
 
CPO Winters checked multiple lakes for ice fishing violations. A few written warnings were issued.  
 
CPO Winters conducted two snowmobile details on the Chain O’ Lakes with CPO Kelley and CPO 
Vanwiltenburg. No violations were observed. 
 

McHENRY COUNTY 

 
CPOs Schreiber and Kelley arrested two subjects ice fishing for possession of cannabis less than 10 grams and 
possession of drug paraphernalia. 
 
CPO Kelley issued a citation to an individual for multiple instances of dumping his personal trash at Moraine 
Hills State Park.  While being interviewed, the subject admitted to missing his trash day pick-up and using the 
park as his garbage spot on at least six occasions. 
 
CPO  VanWiltenburg completed a two year investigation on an anonymous complaint regarding a subject 
shooting various wildlife from his house in McHenry.  The subject had corn in his backyard, drawing in deer, 
ducks, squirrels and other animals.  The subject was issued citations for unlawful feeding of deer, hunting 
without permission, killing squirrel out of season, and wanton waste.  He was also issued several written 
warnings.   
 
During a traffic stop at Moraine Hills State Park for speeding, CPO Semenik arrested an Island Lake man for 
possession of a controlled substance (Alprazolam) a class 4 felony, possession of drug paraphernalia, 
possession of cannabis more than 10 grams but less than 30 grams, and driving under the influence of drugs 
(DUI).  A digital scale, glass pipes, and numerous empty mini ziploc baggies were seized as evidence.  During 
the interview, the man admitted he was actively selling the Xanax.  Additional charges are possible pending ISP 
crime lab results.  The subject was confined at McHenry County jail. 
 
CPO Semenik initiated a consensual encounter with two males while in Moraine Hills State Park.  During the 
encounter, CPO Semenik recovered a large glass smoking bong and several grams of cannabis.  The man was 
issued civil law violations for possession of cannabis not more than 10 grams, and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. 
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District 3 – Sgt.  

(Counties:  Grundy, Kankakee, Kendall & Will) 

 

GRUNDY COUNTY 

CPOT Snodgrass and CPO Wollgast arrested two individuals in Grundy Co. on several wildlife violations.  3 
citations were issued for unlawful harvest of Whitetail deer and 1 citation for hunting without 
permission.  They also issued the subjects 8 written warnings and seized 3 Whitetail bucks, bow and other 
miscellaneous equipment.   

CPOT Snodgrass and CPO Wollgast were on patrol in Goose Lake Prairie State Park where they noticed tracks 
in a restricted area going across private property.  Upon investigation, they found two individuals had walked 
through a restricted area to access a hunting area.  One subject was issued a citation for hunting with an 
unplugged shotgun and a warning for hunting without permission.  The other subject was issued a citation for 
hunting from a blind on State property without 400 sq. inches of orange, and a warning for hunting without 
permission.  

KANKAKEE COUNTY 

 

No activity reported for this county 
 

KENDALL COUNTY 

  
No activity reported for this county 
 

WILL COUNTY 

   
 No activity reported for this county 
 
 

 District 4 – Sgt.  

(Counties: Cook & DuPage, Lake) 

 
CPOs Gilmer, Vaughan, Farber, Klemme and Mooi all attended captain license training through the Coast 
Guard. Each was given their captain’s license after the successful completion of the training. 
 

COOK COUNTY 

 
CPO Whitchurch was on patrol at the Des Plaines River when he observed a subject fishing. Once the subject 
saw CPO Whitchurch, the subject packed up his fishing gear and placed it in the back of a nearby vehicle. The 
subject was contacted, and it was learned the subject did not have a valid sport fishing license. Enforcement 
action was taken. 
 
CPO Whitchurch was at a Cook County lake checking ice fishermen when he observed two subjects pack up 
their fishing gear and return to the shore. A short while later the two subjects were observed shooting high 
powered pellet rifles from the shore over and onto the lake numerous times. CPO Whitchurch made contact 
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with the subjects and temporarily seized the two air rifles for safety. Both subjects were identified and cited 
for unlawfully shooting an air rifle into and over waters. 
 
CPO Whitchurch and CPOT Ausmus were patrolling at a Cook County lake observing ice fishermen when they 
observed a subject catch a small Northern Pike. The subject was then observed placing the fish in a bucket. 
Additionally, the subject was observed fishing in a manner which violated the State’s number of devices law 
while ice fishing. A check of the subject revealed he possessed a valid sport fishing license. The fish was 
measured, and it was seven inches short of the twenty four inch length minimum. The subject was cited for 
the short fish violation and the Northern Pike was successfully returned to the water. A warning was issued for 
unlawful ice fishing with too many devices. 
 
CPO Whitchurch and CPOT Ausmus were on patrol checking ice fishermen at a Cook County lake when they 
observed a subject acting nervous when the officers neared. The subject was asked for a fishing license. The 
subject stated he bought a fishing license a few months back, but did not have it on him. A fishing license 
check was completed which revealed the subject had not purchased a sport fishing license in Illinois for over 
four years. The subject was cited for unlawfully fishing without a valid sport fishing license. 
 
CPO Macias was checking ice fishermen in Palos Park. He came across several fishermen, and one did not have 
a fishing license. A citation was issued. 
 
CPO Macias was patrolling near Lake Sedgwick in Orland Park.  Upon coming to a four-way stop, he observed a 
motorist disobey a traffic control device. A traffic stop was initiated, and a citation was issued. 
 
CPO Mooi was patrolling the Chicago lakefront when he located a vehicle parked near a harbor entrance. All 
four occupants of the vehicle were in possession of cannabis. Citations were issued for possession of cannabis 
under 10 grams. 
 

DuPAGE COUNTY 

 
CPO Mooi issued a citation to a DuPage County resident for feeding deer and other wildlife. 
 
CPO Mooi assisted USCG investigations agents in an ongoing investigation. 
 
CPO Mooi conducted a Hunter Safety class at Wheaton Academy. 
 
CPO Mooi assisted CPO Reid in locating and seizing two illegally possessed western hognose snakes in DuPage 
County. 
 
 
 

LAKE COUNTY 

 
CPOs Farber and Gilmer conducted ice fishing enforcement on several lakes in Northern Cook and Eastern 
Lake Counties.  No violations were found.  
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CPO Farber conducted department lands traffic enforcement at Illinois Beach State Park.  Several citations and 
warnings were issued for speed related violations. 
 
CPO Gilmer conducted a traffic stop on what he thought was a simple expired registration. It turns out the 
Secretary of State had suspended the license plates so they were not legal to be used on the vehicle at all. CPO 
Gilmer issued citations and warnings. He also seized the license plates from the vehicle. 
 
 

REGION 3 – Captain Jim Mayes 
 

District 11 – Sgt. Brian McReynolds 

(Counties:  Clark, Coles, Cumberland, Douglas, Edgar, Moultrie & Shelby) 

 

CLARK COUNTY 

 
CPO Wellum handled a hunting accident investigation in Clark County. A Pennsylvania man fell out of ladder 
stand and sustained two cracked vertebrae and a broken ankle.  The man was hunting through an 
outfitter.  The investigation continues into possible hunting license and outfitter violations. 
  
CPO Wellum taught HAZMAT and CPR to the Fire Department in Martinsville, IL. 
 
CPO Wellum responded to a complaint of a deer struggling on the ice on a private pond in Clark County.  After 
seeing the condition of the deer and the condition of the ice, CPO Wellum deemed it was necessary 
to dispatch the deer. 
 
SGT McReynolds attended an IDNR plan of work meeting for Lincoln Trail and Walnut Point State Parks. 
 

COLES COUNTY 

 
While checking fishermen at Lake Paradise, CPOs Moody and Barnes arrested a Golconda man for possession 
of less than 5 grams of meth, possession of drug paraphernalia, possession of cannabis, and illegal 
transportation of open alcohol.  The man was also cited for failure to pay camping fees from a previous 
incident at a State park.  His brother, from Mattoon, was cited for illegal transportation of open alcohol and 
possession of cannabis. 
  
CPO Moody investigated a hunter who had harvested a doe with a firearm in rural Coles County during a 
closed season. 
 

CUMBERLAND COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 

DOUGLAS COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 
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EDGAR COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 

MOULTRIE COUNTY 

 
CPO Moody cited a man in rural Moultrie County for allowing his dogs to chase deer.  Multiple hunters had 
complained throughout the season. The man had been warned multiple times previously. 
 

SHELBY COUNTY 

 
CPO Barnes cited a Shelbyville subject for harvesting a deer without a valid deer permit in Shelby County. 
  
CPO Barnes investigated a timber complaint in Shelby County.  Several trees had been harvested on a 
landowner’s property without permission.  CPO Barnes tracked down the timber harvester, and an agreement 
was made between him and the landowner for compensation of the harvested trees.  
 
CPO Greuel cited a Shelbyville man for failure to check traps daily and remove animals after receiving a TIPs 
complaint of a domestic dog in a leg hold trap in Shelby County. 
  
CPO Wellum taught HazMat, CPR, First Aid & Bloodborne Pathogen refresher training to all Region 3 CPOs at 
the Lake Shelbyville visitor center. 
  
CPOs Greuel and Reeves taught quarterly defensive tactics refresher training to all Region 3 CPOs at the Lake 
Shelbyville visitor center. 
  
SGT McReynolds and CPO Greuel responded to a landowner complaint of hunting too close to a house.  The 
group was located.  At the request of the homeowner, a Charleston man was issued a written warning in 
Shelby County. 
  
 

District 19 – Sgt. John Williamson  

(Counties:  Champaign, DeWitt, Ford, Iroquois, Livingston, Macon, McLean, Piatt & 

                    Vermilion) 

 

 

CHAMPAIGN COUNTY 

 
Sgt Williamson, CPOs Reeves, Viverito, and CPOT Ausmus assisted local police agencies with building food 
baskets for less fortunate families in District 19.   A great turnout resulted in 387 baskets made in two hours.  
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DEWITT COUNTY 

 
Sgt Williamson, CPOs Reeves, Viverito, and CPOT Ausmus took down several tree stands that were left 
unattended at Clinton Lake SRA.   
  
CPOT Sanford, CPO Viverito, and CPO Wright ran a fish enforcement detail at Clinton Lake.  Two individuals 
were found to be in possession of an over-limit of crappie, and one individual was found to be in possession of 
an over-limit of striped bass.  One individual was also found to be in possession of cannabis and drug 
paraphernalia.  The individuals were cited accordingly. 
  
Sgt. Williamson witnessed a vehicle/pedestrian accident on Rt 48 at the south end of the Clinton Lake 
bridge.  Sgt. Williamson observed a van travel off the road at a high rate of speed and crash into a stand of 
trees.  When he pulled up to where the van went off the road he noticed that a pedestrian had been hit and 
was lying motionless on the side of the road.  The pedestrian was transported by helicopter, and the 2 
passengers of the van were taken by ambulance to Carle Hospital in Champaign.  During the investigation, it 
was found that the van was attempting to pull off the road to park when it was hit by a semi.  The 
investigation is being handled by ISP District 6. 
 
Sgt. Williamson checked on a vehicle that was parked on Rt 48 that was not running but had its lights on.  He 
contacted a female that was sleeping in the backseat who said she was fine, and her boyfriend was fishing at 
the bridge on Clinton Lake.  Sgt. Williamson went to the bridge and checked the Indiana resident who was 
fishing with fresh Shad.  While looking in the bucket, Sgt. Williamson noticed that there was a Bluegill.  When 
the fisherman was asked about the Bluegill, he stated he knew it was against the law.  As Sgt. Williamson was 
digging out the Bluegill, the fisherman stated there was also a small Crappie in the bucket.  The fisherman 
received a citation for the illegal bait fish and a written warning for not having his fishing license in possession. 
  
Over the last two weeks, the Crappie and White Bass have been biting at Clinton Lake.  CPO Wright along with 
CPO Viverito and CPOT Sanford have issued several citations for taking over the limit and failure to release 
short fish.   
  

 FORD COUNTY 

 
A Ford County man who was charged by CPO Reeves for reckless discharge of a fire arm when he was target 
practicing and shot another man’s hunting dog pled  guilty to reckless conduct and was ordered to pay fines, 
fees and restitution totaling $1731.03 and was placed on 24 months of conditional discharge. 
 

IROQUOIS 

 
An Iroquois County man who was arrested by CPO Reeves for operation of a watercraft under the influence of 
alcohol pled guilty to reckless operation of a watercraft and was ordered to pay fines and fees totaling 
$2,782  and was placed on 12 months court supervision. 
 

LIVINGSTON 

 
CPO Graden conducted a follow-up investigation, began by CPO Vaughan during the 1st Statewide firearm 
deer season, which resulted in a Livingston County outfitter being issued 3 written warnings and 1 citation.  It 
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was determined the outfitter knowingly allowed a client to hunt without having a license, habitat stamp, deer 
permits, or blaze orange garments.  The outfitter was issued written warnings for: accessory to hunting 
without a license, accessory to hunting Whitetail deer without a permit, and accessory to hunting Whitetail 
deer during a firearm season without blaze orange.  A citation was issued for knowingly allowing a Whitetail 
deer outfitting client to violate the Illinois Wildlife Code. 
 

MACON COUNTY 

 
CPO Wright and CPO Graden traveled to Indiana to conclude an investigation into a Macon County man who 
had been claiming dual residency to obtain resident deer hunting permits.  The CPOs teamed up with Indiana 
Conservation Officer Tholen and Corporal Pekny to locate the subject’s residence in Indiana.  The CPOs were 
able to determine that the individual had been living in Indiana for the last seven years and was using his old 
Illinois address to obtain his permits.  The individual received citations for falsification of IDNR records to 
obtain permits, hunting with no valid deer permit, and failure to tag deer immediately upon kill.   He was 
issued several written warnings as well.  An 8 point Whitetail deer was seized from the taxidermist 
  

McLEAN COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 

PIATT COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 

VERMILION COUNTY 

 
CPO Cottrell and CPOT Sanford located a non-resident outfitter operating in Vermilion County. The individual 
was found to be transporting an uncased and loaded firearm in a vehicle without a valid permit to do so.  The 
individual was cited accordingly. 
 
CPO Cottrell cited two Vermilion County residents with 4 additional charges of unlawful harvest of Whitetail 
deer and failure to tag Whitetail deer immediately upon kill for unlawfully hunting on the Fair Mount Quarry 
property South of Fair Mount Illinois.  The men had already been cited for hunting without permission and had 
their deer seized 
 
 

REGION 4 – Captain Jamie Maul 
 

District 9 – Sgt. Mark Wagner  

(Counties:  Adams, Brown, Calhoun, Greene, Hancock, Jersey, Macoupin, Pike & 

                    Schuyler) 
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ADAMS COUNTY 

 
Two individuals arrested by CPO Blazinic for criminal trespass to a railroad bridge over the Mississippi River 
pled guilty and paid fines and court costs totaling $962. 
 

BROWN COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 

CALHOUN COUNTY 

CPO Reid and CPO Goetten arrested two subjects who harvested several deer illegally.  21 Whitetail bucks 
were seized in the investigation.  The case has now concluded in Calhoun County.  Total fines and court costs 
in the case were in excess of $8,000.   

CPO Goetten arrested a subject for OUI in Calhoun County.  The subject pled guilty, and his total fines/costs 
were $932.  

CPO Goetten arrested a subject for OUI in Calhoun County. The subject pled guilty, and his total fines/costs 
were $1,047. 

CPO Goetten arrested a subject on an Illinois island after exposing himself to a family with young children. The 
subject pled guilty in Calhoun County. His total fines/costs were $704. 

GREENE COUNTY 

CPO Goetten investigated a subject suspected of falsifying residency in Illinois.  During the investigation, the 
subject was determined to reside in Illinois. During the interview, the subject denied harvesting a deer he 
reported harvesting during the firearm deer season.  An extensive investigation connected two other subjects 
to the illegal harvest. One subject was a convicted felon and suspected of actually harvesting the deer with a 
firearm. He would not cooperate with the investigation. All three subjects were cited for the unlawful take of a 
Whitetail deer. 

CPO Goetten arrested a subject who dumped large amounts of flooring tiles into Macoupin Creek. The subject 
was charged with illegal dumping. He pled guilty, and his total fines and court costs were $500. 

An individual arrested by CPO Goetten for operating a watercraft while under the influence of alcohol paid a 
fine and court costs totaling $1,830. 

HANCOCK COUNTY 

 
CPO Wheatley recently closed a Hancock County timber case involving an individual buying timber without a 
license.  The subject paid fines and court costs totaling $1,035. 
 
CPO Wheatley recently closed a taking deer out season case in Hancock County that resulted in the individual 
paying fines and court costs totaling $2,862. 
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 JERSEY COUNTY 

 
CPO Lentz, CPOT Tripp and CPO Goetten assisted the Grafton police department and fire department with 
locating a vehicle that drove into the Illinois River in Grafton. The vehicle was occupied by an unknown white 
male. The investigation is pending, but the vehicle and deceased driver have been recovered. 
 
CPO Goetten recently closed out 18 drug cases which resulted in fines and court costs totaling over $11,941. 
 

MACOUPIN COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 

PIKE COUNTY 

 

No activity reported for this county 
 

SCHUYLER COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 
 

District 10 – Sgt. Chris Stone 

(Counties:  Cass, Christian, Logan, Mason, Menard, Morgan, Sangamon & Scott) 
 

CASS COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 

CHRISTIAN COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 

LOGAN COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 

MASON COUNTY 

 
CPO Jarrod Elliott observed a truck parked next to the Sanganois squirrel timber with a blood trail next to it in 
the snow.  Elliott was attempting to identify the owner of the vehicle when hunters exited the timber.   The 
two subjects returned to the truck, and only one admitted to hunting.  The second stated he was there to 
videotape.  As a result of identifying the subjects, it was discovered the driver was suspended and the 
passenger was revoked.   CPO Elliott arrested the driver based upon admission.  The passenger was issued a 
civil citation for possession of cannabis.   
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CPO Elliott and Sgt. Stone were invited to speak to the Havana Marina Club at the VFW in Havana.  Topics 
covered were boating laws and new legislation.  
 

MENARD COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 

MORGAN COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 

SANGAMON COUNTY 

 
CPO Cochran responded to a TIPS waterfowl complaint near Riverside Park.  The nature of the complaint was 
illegal goose hunting on the Sangamon River.  CPO Cochran conducted surveillance of the area and confronted 
the hunters.  It was determined only minor violations occurred and a written warning was issued.   
 
CPO Schoenhoff sent citations to a subject for falsification of information to fraudulently obtain a firearm deer 
permit and unlawful possession of fraudulently obtained permits.  The subject was revoked at the time of 
application.  
 

SCOTT COUNTY 

 
CPOs Wichern and Blakeley received a complaint that a large white panel van was buying furs behind the gas 
station in Bluffs on certain Friday evenings.  CPO Blakeley located the fur buyer and sold (3) large raccoon 
furs.  CPO Wichern conducted a license check and records inspection after the fur buyer concluded business 
that evening.  It was determined the fur buyer was properly licensed from Ogle county and traveled the State 
buying fur.  It was also determined the fur buyer issued and maintained the proper receipts for each fur 
transaction, and he had not purchased otter or bobcats this trip due to the low fur prices.   
 
 

District 13 – Sgt. Eric Manker 

(Counties: Bond, Clinton, Madison, Monroe, Montgomery, Randolph, St. Clair &  

                  Washington) 

 

BOND COUNTY 

 
CPO Rolfingsmeier completed a deer investigation on a Bond County hunter who failed to purchase deer 
permits before he harvested a nine point buck.  The hunter admitted he forgot to purchase deer permits 
before he went out to hunt.  The hunter was cited for the violation. 
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CLINTON COUNTY 

 
CPO Tapley stopped a vehicle after a registration check showed the registered owner had a suspended driver’s 
license.  The driver was arrested and charged with driving while license suspended.   
 

MADISON COUNTY 

 
CPO Liebl was notified of a person who was trying to sell a snapping turtle on Facebook.  When contacted, the 
woman said she had offered the turtle for sale because her child did not want it anymore.  She said within 30 
minutes of posting it, she got about 50 replies saying what she was doing was illegal.  She said she took down 
the posting and brought the turtle back where she had found it a few months earlier and released it.  The 
woman was told that the selling of reptiles caught in the wild was illegal and was a Class A misdemeanor, 
punishable by up to 364 days in jail.  A written warning was issued, and the woman said she would not be 
selling turtles again. 
 

MONROE COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 

MONTGOMERY 

 
CPO Liebl was checking fishermen at Coffeen Lake during a fishing tournament.  Tournament fishermen and 
additional other fishermen were checked and safety inspections were conducted.  Violations detected and 
addressed included no type IV throwable device, batteries not covered, no sounding device, and expired 
registration. 
 
CPO Matt Lentz issued a citation to a Raymond timber company timber truck for failure to maintain an 
accurate daily haul log in Hillsboro. 
 
CPO Matt Lentz issued two citations south of Nokomis to two males for littering for throwing beer cans out on 
the road in front of him. 
 
CPOs Tapley and Lentz checked a fisherman at Coffeen Lake who was in possession of four short Largemouth 
Bass and short Crappie.  A citation was issued.  
 
CPOs Tapley and Lentz were on patrol when they encountered a subject in a truck in northeast Montgomery 
County.  The driver of the truck was found to have a suspended driver’s license and had two warrants for his 
arrest.  He was also found to be in possession of Methamphetamine and a glass pipe.  The subject was 
arrested and taken to the Montgomery County jail.  
 

RANDOLPH COUNTY 

 
CPO Ralph Sievers was contacted by a witness who reported a vehicle stopping in the road multiple times and 
hearing rifle shots from the vehicle.  The witness had also contacted the Randolph County Sheriff’s 
Department, and a deputy was a short distance from the witness.  Within minutes, Deputy Cody Mueller 
stopped a vehicle matching the vehicle description.  Two young men were in the vehicle and a loaded rifle was 
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in the back seat.  CPO Sievers arrived on scene and issued the subjects citations for the transportation of a 
loaded firearm and seized the rifle.  CPO Sievers continued the investigation that resulted in both subjects 
receiving additional citations for shooting a gun from the roadway and the unlawful hunting by the aid of a 
vehicle by shining its lights into the field where there were deer. 
 

ST. CLAIR COUNTY 

 
CPO Rolfingsmeier received a complaint about a dumped deer carcass in a business’s dumpster near O’Fallon.  
CPO Rolfingsmeier investigated the deer carcass and was able to obtain the antlerless only deer permit from 
the deer carcass.  CPO Rolfingsmeier checked the hunters’ harvest record and found the hunter never checked 
in the deer.  CPO Rolfingsmeier went and interviewed the hunter, and the hunter admitted that he forgot to 
check in the deer.  When the hunter was asked if he had permission to dispose of the deer in the dumpster, he 
said he had permission from one of the workers there.  CPO Rofingsmeier later verified he had permission to 
dispose of the deer in the dumpster. The hunter was issued a citation for failure to check in a Whitetail deer 
harvest. 
 
CPOs Ray and Rolfingsmeier worked a complaint on two St. Clair County residents who were archery deer 
hunting during firearm deer season.  A deer was harvested in the morning and removed after dark on the 
same day.  The subjects were arrested for hunting during closed season, hunting without a valid permit and 
hunting without permission.  One subject was arrested for transferring permit for another’s use and failure to 
tag upon harvest.  The other subject received a citation for possession of another’s permit.   
 
CPO Ray and CPO Liebl arrested a subject for firearm deer hunting over bait and received a complaint in 
reference to a subject on the neighboring property hunting without permission.  The subject hunting on the 
neighboring property harvested two deer from the ground blind he built on Bi-State property without 
permission.  He admitted to placing cracked corn and smashing pumpkins in several areas around his blind.  
The subject stated he did not put out cracked corn until he observed corn around deer stands on the 
neighbor’s property.  The subject was reminded he did not have permission to be on the neighbor’s property.   
The subject received citations for hunting property without permission, hunting deer over bait and two 
citations for each deer he unlawfully harvested.  A $250.00 civil penalty applies for each deer taken.   
 
On 1/3/17, CPO Charles along with CPO Liebl, SGT Manker, CPO Schachner and CPOT Knop assisted the St. 
Clair County Sheriff’s Office with a missing person complaint near Marissa.  Information was obtained that 
indicated the missing person may have drowned in a pond between Tilden and Marissa.  Conservation Officers 
deployed sonar equipment and were able to locate the body of the missing subject and coordinated with St 
Clair County Coroner’s office, St Clair County Sheriff’s office and recovered and secured the subject. 
 

WASHINGTON COUNTY 

 
CPO Ralph Sievers assisted the Washington County Sheriff’s Department with a manhunt for a subject who 
fled from a vehicle.  ISP Trooper Dale Krack had received information on the possible hiding place of the 
wanted subject.  CPO Sievers drove by the empty trailer and spoke with a neighbor while Trooper Krack 
watched from a vantage point.  The subject fled from his nearby hiding location and walked into Trooper 
Krack’s field of view.  The subject walked onto the porch and then disappeared.  CPO Sievers drove to the 
front of the abandoned trailer and observed a subject looking at him through a window.  Multiple agencies 
arrived and entered the trailer.  The wanted subject was apprehended. 
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On 12/23/16, CPO Charles was on patrol in Washington County and heard a call for assistance from the 
Washington County Sheriff’s Office of an accident that occurred on I-64 and a fight in progress between the 
drivers.  CPO Charles, Nashville PD and a Washington County deputy arrived on scene and observed that the 
accident was located on both the west and east bound sides of I-64.  The drivers had separated by this time, 
and no significant injuries were noted.  CPO Charles assisted in gathering witness statements from the 
individuals involved in the accident and the fight.  Further investigation is ongoing related to the accident, and 
charges are pending through Washington County States Attorney’s office 
 
On 1/10/17, CPO Charles was on patrol in Washington County near Oakdale.  CPO Charles observed a vehicle 
driving that did not have any visible registration.  After stopping the vehicle, it was determined that the driver 
did not have a valid driver’s license, no valid insurance and driving without valid registration.  The vehicle was 
towed and the driver was taken to the Washington County jail and cited for the violations.   
 
On 1/9/17, CPO Charles received information, from a landowner in Washington County of possible illegal 
timber cutting near Ashley.  The landowner stated multiple loads of logs have been removed from his property 
but he had not received the full payment that was agreed to from the timber buyer. Further investigation is 
pending on the complaint.  
 
CPO Tapley issued a subject a citation for having a loaded rifle in his truck while he was coyote hunting.   
 
 

REGION 5 – Captain Tim Daiber 
 

District 14 – Sgt. Jeff Cariens 

(Counties: Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin, Jefferson, Pope, Saline, White) 
 

FRANKLIN COUNTY 

 
While responding to a complaint in rural Franklin County, CPO Mohrman encountered a couple juveniles 
operating ATVs along a roadway.  When encountered, the juveniles were proud to show CPO Mohrman the 
new four wheelers they got for Christmas.  CPO Mohrman agreed they were nice machines and escorted them 
home where a discussion with their parents ensued regarding the roadway riding. 
 
CPO Lay is investigating the death of a Bald Eagle. 
 
CPO Schoenhoff cited a subject for operating an ATV on the highway south bound on Rt. 37 past the region 5 
office. 
 
CPO Diggins cited a Marion hunter who was pheasant hunting at WFSP.  The hunter was hunting several feet 
from the public roadway and shot at a pheasant flying parallel to the roadway.  At the time of the firing of the 
shotgun, the CPO's squad was traveling northbound, and the pheasant was flying southbound.  Fortunately 
the pheasant was approximately 15 feet in the air, and the hunter shot above the CPO's squad. 
  
CPO Lay and CPO Folden are investigating a suspected theft from the Rend Lake Resort 
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GALLATIN COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 
 
 
 

HAMILTON COUNTY 

 
CPO Folden is investigating a TIPS complaint.  A baited stand was located on property where no hunting is 
allowed.  CPO Folden seized the deer stand, mineral block, and trail camera per the wishes of the 
landowner.  This is a pending investigation. 
 

HARDIN COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 

JEFFERSON COUNTY 

 
Sgt. Cariens cited a waterfowl hunter for taking Seagulls unlawfully while hunting on the Casey Fork sub-
impoundment of Rend Lake.  The hunter was hunting from a staked location on the draw side.  
 

POPE COUNTY 

  
  No activity reported for this county 
 

SALINE COUNTY 

 
CPO Johnson was checking deer hunters and found an area baited with corn.  The CPO located the hunter and 
issued him a citation for hunting over bait and issued a written warning for no hunting license or habitat 
stamp. 
  

WHITE COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 
  

District 15 – Sgt. Dave Hyatt 

(Counties: Clay, Crawford, Edwards, Effingham, Fayette, Jasper, Lawrence, Marion,  

                   Richland, Wabash & Wayne) 
 

CLAY COUNTY 

 
CPO Smith conducted an administrative investigation and issued a subject one citation for hunting deer 
without a valid archery deer permit. CPO Smith also issued the subject one written warning for hunting 
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without a hunting license, one written warning for failing to tag deer immediately upon kill, and one written 
warning for no habitat stamp.  
 
CPO Smith interviewed a subject in reference to a Facebook investigation. Information was forwarded to CPO 
Smith by CPOT Seth Thornley. The subject harvested a buck without a valid hunting license/habitat stamp. 
CPO Smith issued 1 citation for hunting without a valid hunting license and 1 written warning for no habitat 
stamp. 
 
CPO Smith was investigating another early report of deer harvest and spoke with a subject who had reported a 
harvest of a doe less than two hours after the purchase of a permit and hunting license/habitat stamp. The 
subject told CPO Smith he went hunting early in the morning and killed a doe. The only problem with the 
subject's story is he said he was hunting and killed a doe around 7:00 AM. The records of POS indicated he did 
not purchase the hunting license/habitat stamp and archery deer permit until 8:33 AM the same day. CPO 
Smith issued one citation for unlawfully hunting deer without a permit, one written warning for no hunting 
license, one written warning for no habitat stamp, and one written warning for failing to tag deer immediately 
upon kill.    

 

CRAWFORD COUNTY 

 
CPO D. Taylor issued a citation to a subject who killed a buck but only had a doe tag.  The 9 point rack was 
seized. 
 
District 15 CPOs have investigated multiple cases where hunters were sold a youth hunting license when they 
thought they were buying youth deer permits.  They realized the problem when trying to report the harvest of 
their deer. 
 
CPO Smith and CPOT Roper were advised by Sgt. Hyatt of a deer hunting incident regarding a house that was 
hit by a deer slug. CPO Smith met with a Crawford County deputy who directed them to the area where the 
incident occurred. CPO Smith spoke with the hunter and asked him to explain what happened. The hunter said 
he was shooting at a deer earlier that morning near the house that got hit by the slug. CPO Smith, CPOT Roper, 
and the deputy looked at the area and established the hunter was being truthful where he claimed he 
discharged the firearm. An empty shell casing was found there. CPO Smith utilized Google Earth and estimated 
the distance the hunter was standing from the house to be 360 yards. CPO Smith explained to the hunter he 
would be receiving a written warning for shooting across a highway. The layout of the land was a factor in the 
explanation of how the slug ended up penetrating through the house wall.  
 
 CPO Taylor received a call that a subject was walking down a county road with a rifle.  When CPO Taylor made 
contact with the hunter he stated he was coyote hunting.   When asked if the rifle was loaded, he stated yes 
that he kept it loaded just in case he saw a coyote.   A citation was issued, and the subject was informed he 
could not hunt from the roadway.   
 

EDWARDS COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 

 

EFFINGHAM COUNTY 
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CPO Smith was investigating an early harvest report/purchase of permit and spoke with a subject who shot a 
10 point buck with an archery device. The subject called in the harvest of the buck within 1 hour and 10 
minutes of purchase. Upon interviewing the subject, CPO Smith let the subject explain what happened. The 
subject stated he went archery deer hunting with the intention of shooting a doe for meat. A 10 point buck 
walked by and he shot it. The subject did not have an either sex deer permit in his possession when he shot 
the buck. CPO Smith issued one citation for unlawfully hunting deer without a valid permit. CPO Smith then 
went to the taxidermist who had the 10 point rack and seized it. 
 
CPOT Roper was traveling off-duty in Effingham County when he observed an individual, who was coyote 
hunting, fire a rifle at a coyote from a roadway. CPOT Roper contacted CPO Smith about the violation. CPO 
Smith was in the area at the time of the violation. CPO Smith conducted a hunter compliance check on the 
individual and asked about the violation. The individual admitted to shooting from the roadway. CPO Smith 
issued the subject one citation for shooting from a roadway. 
 
CPO Smith and CPOT Roper responded to a complaint CPO Smith had received earlier in the week. The 
complainant stated a certain store owner in a small town within the county was in possession of a taxidermy 
mount of a hawk. CPO Smith sent CPOT Roper into the establishment in plain clothes to get eyes on the hawk. 
CPOT Roper found the hawk and CPO Smith entered the store in uniform and spoke to the store owner. CPO 
Smith asked him why he had displayed a Coopers Hawk in his store. The gentleman stated he killed it with a 
broom handle because it was killing his chickens. CPO Smith told him he should have consulted with a CPO or 
wildlife biologist before taking matters into his own hands. CPO Smith seized the specimen and issued a 
citation for unlawful take/possession of protected species. 
 
CPO Smith and CPOT Roper stopped and checked several quail hunters. One of the hunters did not have a 
hunting license/habitat, and another did not have a habitat stamp or license signed. CPO Smith issued a 
written warning for unsigned hunting license, 2 written warnings for no habitat stamp, and 1 citation for 
hunting without a valid hunting license. 
 

FAYETTE COUNTY 

 
CPO Compton and CPOT Roper investigated a Whitetail deer complaint. CPO Compton and CPOT Roper 
discovered a doe Whitetail deer had been harvested earlier in the archery season without a valid archery deer 
permit. The subject was issued a citation for hunting without a valid archery deer permit.  
 
CPO Compton received information about a deer that had been harvested illegally during the firearm deer 
season.  The subject that harvested the deer possessed no hunting license, habitat stamp, or windshield card 
for the State property where the deer was harvested. The subject was issued several citations. CPO Compton 
seized a 9-Point deer rack from a taxidermist in this case. 
 
CPO Robert Compton investigated three cases where archery hunters harvested deer during the shotgun deer 
season and used archery deer tags.  In each case, the subjects were not aware that the law requires them to 
use a firearm tag even though they harvested the deer with an archery device.  No citations were issued, and 
the subjects were educated on the laws. 
 
CPO Robert Compton received information that a Florida resident had harvested a large 9 point buck at 
Ramsey Lake State Park while hunting with an antlerless only permit.  During an interview with the Florida 
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subject he stated his 83 year old grandfather who is an Illinois resident had killed the deer.  During an 
interview with the grandfather he stated "I don't think you can prove anything".  The grandfather claimed he 
killed, recovered and recorded the harvest of the deer just minutes after purchasing his deer tag during the 
late morning.    The grandfather received multiple citations that included, hunting without a hunting license, 
hunting without a habitat stamp, hunting without a windshield card and deer hunting without a valid deer 
permit.  The 9 pointer was seized from a local taxidermist.  The contact information for the buck at the 
taxidermist was for the grandson in Florida.     
 

JASPER COUNTY 

 
CPO Smith was enforcing waterfowl at Newton Lake and checked a group of hunters who arrived at the boat 
launch in a boat. CPO Smith conducted the routine checks and found the watercraft to be short one lifejacket 
and one type 4. CPO Smith issued 1 citation for insufficient number of life jackets and 1 written warning for 
the type 4. 
 

LAWRENCE COUNTY 

 
Sgt. Hyatt and CPO D. Taylor assisted ISP, and deputies from Lawrence, Crawford, Jasper, and Richland 
Counties on a manhunt for a subject and his girlfriend who had committed multiple burglaries.  The two had 
stolen several firearms and other miscellaneous items including a UTV.  After ditching their vehicle, the two 
ran into a large section of timber and were seen carrying two long guns.  An ISP plane was called in to assist.  
The temperature was dropping and it was raining, and sections of the timber were flooded.  The female 
subject eventually called 911 because they were lost, freezing and could not walk any farther.  Sgt Hyatt 
communicated with the pilot, and CPO Taylor relayed the female’s conversation thru Lawrence County 
dispatch and was able to advise when the plane was directly overhead.  Sgt Hyatt, ISP and deputies with 
canines went toward the location and were able to find the two subjects.  No firearms were located, but the 
two subjects were wet and hypothermic and had to be assisted to walk out of the thick and partially flooded 
timber.  Multiple charges are pending. 
 

MARION COUNTY 

 
CPO Buhnerkempe completed an investigation of a man who forged his ex-wife's signature on free landowner 
permit applications in order to obtain extra permits.  The investigation revealed he had been receiving permits 
via falsified information and documentation since the 2011 hunting season.  Since then, he reported 
harvesting 13 deer with the unlawfully obtained permits.  It was also discovered his son used one of the illegal 
permits to tag a buck in 2016 and went on to kill 2 more bucks with his own permits putting him over the 2 
buck season limit.  All 3 bucks were seized as evidence.  When CPO Buhnerkempe went to the taxidermy shop 
to seize the racks, the taxidermist was found to be operating without a license.  The taxidermist was cited for 
his violation.  Numerous falsification and wildlife charges are pending on the other 2 men. 
 

RICHLAND COUNTY 

 
CPO Smith conducted an administrative investigation and interviewed a subject who purchased a firearm 
permit within less than two hours of harvest. The subject advised he killed a deer and could not find it. He 
went to town to retrieve an ATV and bought another permit while he was in town. The subject found the deer 
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and tagged it with the newly purchased permit. The deer was a button buck. CPO Smith issued a written 
warning for using the wrong permit. 
 
CPO D. Taylor investigated a tree stand accident.  The subject climbed up in a lock-on stand and was sitting 
there when both cables holding the foot platform broke.   The hunter had unhooked his safety harness and 
was in the process of climbing down.  The hunter suffered minor spinal and joint injuries.  The subject was 
knocked unconscious for a short time but was able to call for help when he came to. 

 
 

WABASH COUNTY 

 
CPO Smith was conducting an administrative investigation and interviewed a subject who killed 2 bucks and 
tagged one within 2 hours of permit purchase. The subject told CPO Smith he shot the 2nd buck without 
having a valid either-sex archery deer permit. CPO Smith issued 1 citation for unlawfully harvesting Whitetail 
deer without a valid archery deer permit, and 1 written warning for failing to tag immediately upon kill. 
 

WAYNE COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 

 
 

District 16 – Sgt. K. Taylor 

(Counties: Alexander, Jackson, Johnson, Massac, Perry, Pulaski, Union & Williamson) 

 

ALEXANDER COUNTY 

 
CPO Vasicek assisted McLure Police with a domestic dispute.  During the course of the investigation, CPO 
Vasicek was notified that one of the subjects was wanted on a Randolph County warrant.  The male subject 
(who was released from prison in Missouri 4 months prior) was arrested and taken to jail. 
 

JACKSON COUNTY 

 
While patrolling Burning Star State Fish and Wildlife Area, CPO Mohrman located a dead Trumpeter swan.  The 
juvenile swan was lying under power lines which it probably struck causing its death.  Burning Star is a major 
wintering ground for Trumpeter swans. 
 

JOHNSON COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 

MASSAC COUNTY  

 
CPO Somers conducted a waterfowl detail at Mermet Lake FWA with USFWS. Violations included failure to 
separate bag, no FOID when eligible, no hunting license, in excess of allowable shells per site regulations, 
unlawfully entering a closed area, DUI drugs, possession of cannabis and drug paraphernalia. 
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CPO Somers assisted in a detail with Illinois State Police in Massac County.  ISP conducted a traffic stop on a 
subject for speeding on State Route 145.  An uncased and loaded .22 caliber rifle was in the rear seat of the 
truck.  CPO Somers interviewed the driver who stated he had been raccoon hunting in Pope County. The man 
was found to have a revoked FOID and no hunting license.  Three raccoons and the rifle were seized as 
evidence.    
 
 
 
 

 PERRY COUNTY 

 
CPO Mohrman patrolled Pyramid State Park concentrating on waterfowl enforcement.  Several minor site 
specific violations were addressed with written warnings. 
 
CPO Folden worked waterfowl hunters at Pyramid State Park.  The focus of the patrol was to enforce 
administrative rules pertaining to entry time onto the property in the freelance hunting areas.  CPO Folden 
apprehended several hunters that had entered the area well in advance of the 5:30AM entry time.  3 citations 
were issued for the early entry.  14 written warnings were issued for hunters on the property without site 
issued windshield cards and hunting license/stamp violations.  The detail was on Saturday and Sunday.  On 
Sunday the amount of violations had diminished. 
 
While patrolling in Pyramid State Park, CPO Mohrman discovered an old marijuana grow operation.  The 
operation was abandoned and appeared to have been in place from the summer.  The trash left - potting soil 
sacks, fertilizer containers, irrigation tubing-will be removed and the site will be watched for future illicit 
activity. 
 
CPO Rolfingsmeier completed a deer investigation on a St. Clair County hunter who killed a doe in Perry 
County in early October.  CPO Rolfingsmeier acquired information about the harvested doe, and CPO 
Rolfingsmeier found out the hunter did not have a hunting license or a valid deer permit at the time he 
harvested the doe.  CPO Rolfingsmeier conducted an interview of the hunter and the hunter admitted to 
killing the doe without a hunting license or deer permits, and he also admitted he failed to check in the deer. 
The hunter was issued 2 citations and 4 written warnings. He was also assessed a $250.00 civil penalty for the 
unlawful take of a Whitetail deer. 
 

PULASKI COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 

UNION COUNTY 

 
CPO Vasicek gave a presentation to approximately 225 people who attended the Union/ Alexander county 
youth waterfowl banquet.  These included 110 youth hunters.  Vasicek discussed CPO duties, safety, and 
ethics.  CPO Vasicek also guided youth hunters the following morning. 
 
CPO Vasicek conducted a commercial inspection of a wild game breeder who possesses deer. 
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CPO Vasicek and CPOT Roper investigated a report of multiple unlawfully taken deer by a Union County 
subject.  It was determined that the subject had killed a buck and a doe illegally using another person’s tags.  A 
Whitetail buck deer mount was seized and citations were issued. 
 

WILLIAMSON COUNTY 

 
No activity reported for this county 
 


